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QUESTION 1.
America started being seen as successful in 1607 when Britain colonizers arrived in North America. Their coming led to high improvements in North America where the land now became the home for many immigrants into the continent. The westward expansion is a major historical event in the history of America since it inculcated the concept of freedom and liberty into the minds of the people who are colonizing, surveying, buying, stealing, cultivating, and warring the land. The first English settlers for Great Britain who came to North America escaping the problems of Britain which included gaining economic freedom started the first settlement in Jamestown. The settlers, however, did not get what they needed, that is freedom but instead, they were faced were with a lot of hostility from the native settlers of the land who are the Americans. The settlers then had to struggle with famine, diseases, and domestic struggles which they had with the native Americans. The number of settlers continued to increase with time, and as the number increased, the more they demanded more land which they used to get from the Native Americans. The native Americans used to highly protect their land and as a result, the settlers ended up stealing the land from them. Due to the use of force to obtain the land, many native Americans flee away in fear of being captured and made slaves, (Crutchfield, Moutlon & Del Bene, 2015).
By 1750s, the English setters cultivated the lands and became very prosperous due to the high produce they obtained from the farms. Due to the prosperity in their farm produce, the settlers lived a life of economic and religious freedom and they used to refer themselves as being English yet they were not chained by the rule of the parliament. This made the parliament to challenge the authority of local business pioneers who had already established their powers over raising and spending money through assemblies which they controlled. As a result, the importance of freedom and liberty was impacted into the minds of the American people although these rights of freedom were not extended to the blacks regardless of whether they were free or slaves. The blacks were conditioned to think that freedom was only made for the whites while slavery was for the blacks. 
After America gained her independence, the American people were more inclined to expand westward. This was the period in the 1800s when the militantly of the United States expanded westward across North America. They expanded certain that they will get total control of the North American continent and spread her culture which they believed to have a lot of benefits and was superior. As the United States expanded westwards, it brought with it education and modern technology. In the early 19th century, due to the desire to control the west, it led to “the Louisiana purchase, the annexation of Texas, and the Mexican-American War.” The efforts by the United States to control the western territories from the native people of those areas and expand their republic by warring with Mexico was a success that it was expected. This fast rate of expansion to the west resulted in debates about the what lies in the future for slavery in the west. It further ended up creating situations of uncertainty between North and South which contributed to the collapse of the American democracy and the civil war, (Crutchfield et al. 2015). 
Many American elites and rulers have had a dream of finding the shortest North-West passage and opening that connects the Pacific to American businesses and influence. One of the people who were prominent in the search for this passage was Thomas Jefferson. In the year 1803, Jefferson achieved one of his goals which was to buy the Louisiana territory from France. The purchase doubled the size of the United States. There were events which occurred which were outside the control of the nation which made it possible to purchase the Louisiana territory. Some of the events include, “the Haitian Revolution, an uprising of slaves against the French, France’s Napoleon abandoned his quest to re-establish an extensive French empire in America.” As a result, Napoleon was persuaded to sell off the vast Louisiana territory. One of the major reasons why Jefferson settled for the purchase of this land was because he wanted to increase the level off the U.S control over the territory. This is because the area was well known for French and British explorers and hence the act of the U.S now controlling the land would give way for future settlement by the whites.
To enable a fast mapping of the Louisiana territory, Jefferson appointed a twenty-nine-year-old army captain Meriwether Lewis who was his friend and personal secretary. Lewis was instructed to form a corps of discovery. Lewis went ahead and selected William Clark to help him in leading the group of corps of discovery. Through this, Jefferson wanted to increase the ability of American businessmen to get access to the ports of China. He was to come up with a river route from St. Louis to the Pacific Ocean to help facilitate the fur trade which had proven to be highly profitable to Great Britain. Lewis and Clark were then to map the area which they would use in their endeavor to explore the Missouri River. This expedition to map the Missouri River brought fear among the Spanish leaders who had a belief that Lewis and Clark would invade on New Mexico in the northern part of New Spain. Spain in response sent their expeditors who were unsuccessful in their four endeavors to intercept the explorers led by Lewis and Clark, (Crutchfield et al. 2015).
Lewis together with his corps went about new areas in the west making new friends with the native tribes of the lands where they came through while trying to inculcate the American power over the territory. With the hopes that he will scare the people of the native land, Lewis would blast out his air rifle which was a new technology which was not common among the Indians. The corps would also issue things such as shirts, ribbons, and kettles to show goodwill to the native people. They also gave the leaders of the native land medallions and peace medals which had Jefferson’s image and gave them an invite to visit their new “ruler” in the East. The medals were made to allow future explorers to easily identify native groups which were friendly. However, some encounters with the explorers were hostile. For instance, when they met the Blackfoot who were hostile to them, they ended up killing two of them. 
Although the corps failed to find an all-water route to the Pacific Ocean, it led to the accomplishment of many Jefferson’s goals. The corps made friendly relationships with many Indian tribes, giving way for the fur trade. The Louisiana territory was also mapped and legally belonged to the United States. 
QUESTION 2.
Jamestown was the first settlement which was established by English settlers and was established by a joint stock company, the Virginia Company. the company had already gained a formalized approval to come up with a colony in the west coast of North America. In 1606, the company sent 144 men and boys to the New World. In early 1607, the group of boys and men sailed up the Chesapeake Bay. In the course of their sailing, they found a river which they called the James in honor of their king, James I. they also established a settlement which they called Jamestown. 
Many of the settlers of Jamestown were men who were desperate. Despite the fact that they came from rich and elite families, they were too young to occupy the inheritance of their father’s estates. The men then believed that they would get wealth instantly while in the New world without necessarily having to do any work. It is from the time when Jamestown was formed in 1607 that racism took center part in the United States in its different forms. Before the establishment of Jamestown, racism was not much spread in the United States of America but rather, religion was the only thing which divided the people of the United States during colonization. Racism in the United States became more pronounced when people started differentiating each other on the basis of their skin color and there was the introduction of African Slave trade. People were now separated as black or white. The most form of racism which was evident in America in the period 1607-1877 was slavery which in some way made America thrive due to the availability of cheap labor for production in the large farm productions mostly cotton farms. Although racism in America took many forms, it started with slavery, (Corbett, 2014). 
The initial colonizers did not discriminate people on the basis of their skin color but rather on the basis of religion. They used to enslave the Native Americans based on the claim that they were saving them by teaching them the ways of Christianity. The first African Americans that arrived were traded as indentured servants and not as slaves. These African Americans at this time had the same rights as the other indentured servants. This took place until there was a high demand for labor in the farm fields in the South which led to mass trading of slaves and at this point racism took its course. It is even said by Africans in America that slavery “happened gradually” one person at a time, one law at a time, and even one colony at a time. 
The African Americans received discrimination which was too intense since there were no laws put forward to protect them whether enslaved or free. The farms in the south grew bigger and they demanded more slaves to do the work. However, as the number of African Americans grew bigger, the southern planters began to fear rebellion movements created by the African Americans in their endeavor to refuse slavery. As a result, they had to take away the little rights which they had given to them so that they could gain total control of them. This then shows that the more harshly the whites practiced racial enslavement, the more they began to fear the blacks and they responded to this by making the oppression tighter and by increasing the restrictions. The slaves were even at some point not allowed to own property nor to vote. There was even a law which was passed in Virginia which gave the way forward for the children of slaves to be enslaved as well, (Corbett, 2014). 
Blinded by greed, the American people believed that slavery was the best option for their success. To the Americans, slavery provided cheap and readily available labor to their farms and industries. This is because the work in the fields and plantations in the south was a lot and when they acquired slaves, it became cheaper to them compared to when they used to buy indentured servants. In order to achieve the economic gain America enjoys today, the slaves were tortured and made to do work which was beyond their ability. 
With the fight against racism and discrimination in the country, laws have been created to protect the blacks against discrimination on the basis on their color. These laws have been contained in the federal laws and most of them are contained in Title VII of the American Constitution. There have also been movements established to call for action against those people who practice slavery in the country. This has further led to the division of the political system in the country where there are two major political parties which rule the country, that is the Republican party and the Democratic party. Currently, in the United States, despite racism being present at some places, we have experienced great improvements due to the rights and laws protecting the African Americans. We have seen some level of their appreciation with even some situations where they rule the entire country where we have ever had an African American ruling the United State as the president. This is highly recommendable and has taken the efforts of many in history to fight this unethical practice of racism in the country, (Corbett, 2014). 
Slavery and slave trade went on until the late 1800s when people began to fight against the unethical behavior of enslaving the blacks. The Abolitionists of the Northern Union began a crusade which was a motion against slavery. As a result, the country became divided into two that is, the northern part who were against slavery and the southern part which was acting in favor of slavery due to the gain they got from the slavery of cheap and available labor for their farms. The civil war which was experienced in the country was not actually caused by the division in slavery but this division played a role as the turning point for the civil war. Racial discrimination in America is what caused division in the country and it is still a major problem in the country even up to date. 
QUESTION 3.
1850 – how each of the four figures would respond to; Must a civil war be fought?                                                                                                       
Hank- a former African American farm slave from Alabama 
As a slave during the period, his answer would have been a yes. Claiming that the civil war must and should be fought. This is because after several gag laws had muted the issue on slavery, the issue still did not disappear. Where the accession of Texas led to more discussions over the issue of slavery, the issue still was started again after the annexation of Texas began a war with Mexico (Mack, 2016). Delegates from the southern states later met in Nashville in 1850 to discuss the secession. According to Hank, the civil war was the only way to stop and bring to an end of slavery in the southern states. Especially at a time after the enhancement of the Fugitive Slave Law, which required all law enforcers in the country to help and aid in the arrest of the alleged run-away slaves (Corbett, 2014, p. 15.1).
[bookmark: _Hlk10758264]Sedley – a southern plantation-owner from Mississippi 
It is quite evident that Sedley would have said yes to the civil war. So that the southern states would assert their authority over the federal government to abolish federal laws which they did not support and especially on statutes that did not allow them to keep slaves (Corbett, 2014, p. 15). Slaves were essential to Sedley as they worked in the farms, increasing production and minimizing on cost as the labor was free. 
Gradsock- a woman-rights reformer from Massachusetts.
He would have agreed that civil war must be fought because she believes that the war was the only way of ending the civil war. The women rights reformers during the civil war were focused on the war effort since they supported the idea of ending slavery and thus rallied to ensure that the war would end the slavery practice. The women rights activists also joined the national volunteer associations that sent supplies and raised money for the Union soldiers during the civil war. They also raise money to support the Union Army spy, Harriet Tubman, who was helping the slaves escape (Lange, 2015). Prominent reformers made efforts to settle the people they freed in Kansas since they envisioned what life would be like for them. The civil war had not only disrupted the women's rights movements temporarily, but it also laid a stronger foundation for the movements after the war (Lange, 2015).
Thadner- A radical republican and abolitionist from Rhode Island
He would have answered the question by also agreeing that civil war must be fought since radical Republicans were members of the Republican Party who were committed to freeing slaves and they believed in equality of the freed blacks. They attracted many devoted antislavery advocates even though they were not publicly committed to ending slavery. Abolitionist's movement aimed to end slavery as well since they believed in equality of all men. The radicals were mainly Christian reformers who were influenced by religion and viewed slavery as an evil and civil war as punishment from God for slavery.
What have been the chief successes of the Civil War? 
Hank- a former African American farm slave from Alabama 
The primary and most significant achievement of the civil war, according to Hank, would be the abolishment of slavery in the United States. It started with the proclamation of emergency issued by Lincoln abolishing slavery in any state that was at war with the United States (Harris, 2011). Later the abolishment was written in the Federal Constitution through the Thirteenth Amendment, which was submitted by the Congress to the states in January 1865 (Corbett, 2014). 
Sedley – a southern plantation-owner from Mississippi 
After the civil war, Sedley had a lot to complain about. But the most critical and chief success of the war was that the nation came together and united. Another chief success is the rise of manufacturing in the south. The south was mostly known for plantations, but the emergence of manufacturing led to the creation of new factories, products and as well as jobs. The industries also led to improved infrastructure as a whole in the south. 
Thadner- A radical republican and abolitionist from Rhode Island
The Republicans' efforts led to the amendment of the constitution and federal laws. The freed slaves could receive education, vote, own property, file lawsuits, legally marry, and even hold political office (Overy, 1970). The civil war brought freedom, the discovery of a new way of life, and many blacks had hope for a bright future.
Gradsock- a woman-rights reformer from Massachusetts.
According to Gradsock, one of the significant positive impacts of the civil war was that women began to view their rights as, and they advocated for the realization of these rights. The women movements became stronger and fought for equality, independence, and abolition of slavery (Banner, 1980). 
What have been the chief failures of these 15 years
Hank- a former African American farm slave from Alabama 
Even after abolishing slavery, hate for the blacks was still there. This led to the rise of the Ku-Klux-Klan, a group that believed in the white supremacy. The group was behind murders, arson attacks, hangings, and even rape to the black community. The 15- year period was truly unable to reconcile and preach peace in the nation.
Sedley – a southern plantation-owner from Mississippi 
During the fifteen years of the civil war, many people were killed in the south; plantations were destroyed, buildings, and homes. Sedley may have lost relatives, friends, and colleagues in the war. Not forgetting that the southern states economy also deteriorated during this period.  
Thadner- A radical republican and abolitionist from Rhode Island
Many southerners fought the change that was made after the civil war, and they protested with violence (Shortreed, 1995). Some fought to regain political power and force the blacks who had been freed back to slavery or some form of servitude.
Gradsock- a woman-rights reformer from Massachusetts.
The woman-rights activists were however attacked viciously and harassed when they first publicly spoke about female abuse and slavery. The black women who had escaped from slavery were often faced with brutal attitudes of the white activists who saw themselves as the sole liberators of slaves (Lerner, 1992).
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